
Lauryn King, PhD

Director, Gender Policy Research Program

GW Institute of Public Policy



• Journal articles
• Original research
• Commentary pieces

• Op-eds, blogs, letters to the editor

• Policy briefs

Types of Policy Writing



• Clear and concise distillation of research and recommendations

• Written for a non-specialized audience

• Makes clear links between evidence and policy 
recommendations to facilitate evidence-based policymaking

• Should stand alone and not require further research

Policy Briefs



• Academic journals
• Student journals

• Newspapers

• Blogs and newsletters

• Think tanks

• Advocacy organizations

Avenues for Your Written Work



• Target audience

• Desired impact

• Accessibility

• Reach

Considerations



• Developing Policy Briefs (The World Bank)

• An Essential Guide to Writing Policy Briefs (ICPA)

Resources: Writing Policy Briefs

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e325f4a236440853757892321dc84413-0320012024/original/D2S4-DevelopingPolicyBriefs.pdf
https://icpolicyadvocacy.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/icpa-policy-briefs-essential-guide.pdf


• Contraceptive Challenges Facing Community College Students

• Unequal Burden: Challenges Facing Black Women Social Workers

• Violence against Adolescent Girls: Trends and lessons for East Africa

• Public guarantee of child support: A key policy for improving the economic 
well-being of lone-mother families

• Is Structural Sexism Associated with Preventive Health Care Use among 
Women and Men?

• Work–Family Life Course Trajectories and Women’s Mental Health: The 
Moderating Role of Defamilization Policies in 15 European Territories

Resources: Policy Brief Examples

https://iwpr.org/contraceptive-challenges-facing-community-college-students/
https://iwpr.org/unequal-burden-challenges-facing-black-women-social-workers/
https://globalwomensinstitute.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6206/files/downloads/GWI%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Violence%20against%20Adolescent%20Girls.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2022/08/policy-brief-public-guarantee-of-child-support
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00221465241226808
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00221465241291690
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